EAST  KENT  (No.  1) 
UNITED  DISTRICTS 

COMPRISING 

Bridge-Blean  Rural  District: 
Broadstairs  and  5t-  Peter’s  Urban  District; 

and 

Herne  Bay  Urban  District. 


Annual  Report 

FOR  THE  YEAR 

1943 

BY  THE 

Medical  Officers  of  Health: 

W.  G.  EVANS,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  D.P.H.; 

J.  V.  WALKER,  M.D.  M.R.CP.,  D.P.H.; 

and 

G.  L BROCKLEHUR5T,  M.D.,  M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H. 


EAST  KEKT  (No.  1)  UNITED  DISTRICTS. 


V\/ith  the  Compliments 
of  the 

Medical  Officers  of  Health. 


Pierremont  Hall, 
Broadstairs , 


EAST  KENT  (No,  1)  UNITED  DISTRICTS 


comprising ; 


Bridge-Blean  Rural  District; 
Broadstairs  and  St,  Peter’s  Urban  District; 

and 

Herne  Bay  Urban  District, 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

for  the  Year 

19  4 5 
by  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  HEALTH: 

G.  EVANS,  M.B.,  B.Ch,,  D.P.H.; 

J.  V.  WALKER,  M.D.,  M.R.C.P,,  D.P.H.; 

and 

G.  L.  BROCKLEHURST,  M.D.,  M.R.C.S.,  D,P.H. 


'y-i] 


t ' 1^  •, 

r -f  ‘ •'  ' 


.-aTC‘iii^3ia  -^u;^TrKj7_^.141^2^ 

■ 4'  »F-  '..  A,-  W 

r^asisiissfi®  ■;  ‘■‘f^  ,»^  . . 

W.*.! 


.12  &■■>« 

■ •■  -.fv  £)iis  • - v:  • 

*ctol'i:talU  xiBdiUyca^  o/noH 

^ .:•  ‘ ^ ,^-:’  ■->?•, . - ■ ' ' ^ . ^ '•-  V • . , •»■  ♦*,  ' ’-IV  ' V ^ ifi 

>'  '*  ■-  ' s‘-'  'fv^ 

‘ fVl_  • <•  • ♦»  : * - * 1 ^ ^ H • 


rtBoY  odd  rrol 

s ^ e - 


<!».  y < •'  --^vi '- 

- > /'^  - i|.‘--  ' 

1^  '' 


^ A.' 

’ • 


W 


offcf 


»>•  * 


:h 

.‘'^■ 

& 


anaoi^^  jADiaapj-  fi|||| 

V -.  .5  ■ ' .-'•  * 

• .,h.<i.<i-,.hoa  ..^.«  .0  .w 

: ^.n.3.cr  ,;a-H  •’^  ’v-^J^PSi 

f ‘ ■ . ''v,;- ■’  .-:  -i:'s  , ' 'V-iu 


-r  'i 


' '*  I 


;•  'I 


.,  vb  4)*' 

n n 1 oS.o.ni  .K^wotiwosfi  .J  .0 


issr'-l 


'4^1. .' ',  * ■?ni"‘-‘*'^  0'^"^ 


bi;i|8.WP'.:-i'«f|» 

.■■■,'C,.V;,f|*.i'.-^'vf:V,;.  ':'y  •■A^'\  ■•  fV  '■  ■■,"  ' ''.'  " WvV'i'^  '- 

■'^i  '■  ■'  ■ 'v-'v*\’#,r'  - v -iV‘V  "'«‘''i  ;;;i'  >' 


’ ^ '■'^-#=11^  “ 


’.  TM  Vl. 


EAST  KENT  (Ho.  l)  UNITED  DISTRICTS 


JOINT  COMMITTEE 
( for  the  Year  1945) 


Brid.,Q:e~Blean  Rural  District  Council? 

Councillor  T.  Hills. 
Councillor  C.  B.  Hosking* 


Broadstairs  and  St.  Peter’s  Urban  District  Councllt 

Councillor  S.  W.  Fright. 

Councillor  H,  Noble. 

Councillor  B.  J,  Pearson,  J.P.,  C.C. 


Herne  Bay  Urban  District  Council: 

Councillor  C.  S.  Jones  (Chairman). 
Councillor  E.  H,  Metcalf. 


Clerk:  E.  F.  Owen, 

Council  Offices 
Piorremont  Hall 
Broadstairs • 
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STAFF: 


MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  HEALTH: 


Bridge-Blean  Rural  District: 

W.  G.  EVANS,  M.B.  , B.Ch.,  D.P.H. 


Broadstairs  and  St.  Peter' s Urban  District: 
J.  V.  WALKER,  M.D.,  M.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 


Herne  Bay  Urban  District: 

G.  L.  BROCKLEHURST,  M.D.,  M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H. 


Sanitary  Inspeotors: 

Bridge-Blean  Rural  H.  K.  BLUNDELL,  B.Sc*,  M.S.I.A. 

District:-  (Senior  Sanitary  Inspector). 

E.  Southern,  M.S*I*A.,  S.I.B, 
(Additional  Sanitai-y  Inspector)  . 

Two  Lady  Clerks. 


Broadstairs  and  F.  S.  BURROW,  M.S.I.A.,  C.R.S.I. 

St.  Peter's 

Urban  District:-  One  Lady  Clerk. 


Herne  Bay  Urban  G.  J.  CLARK,  M.S.I.A.,  A.R.S.I. 

District!-  (Senior  Sanitary  Inspector). 

G.  0.  Allen,  C.R.S.I* 

(Sanitary  Inspector) . 

One  Lady  Clerk* 


Clerk  to  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health: 
Miss  H.  Y.  Phillips,  F.C.T.C.Inc. , M.I.P.S. 
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SECTION  A, 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OP  THE  AREA, 


Area : 


The  United  Districts,  which  are  situated  at  the 
north-east  corner  of  East  Kent,  consist  of  the 
following;- 

Acres, 


Eridge-Blean  Rural  District, 
Broads tairs  and  St,  Peter’s 
Urban  District 
Herne  Bay  Urban  District  ... 


55,868  ) Including 
) Inland 
2,771  ) Water, 

8,  566 


Total  area  . . , , , , 67,205 


VITAL  STATISTICS, 
UNITED  DISTRICTS. 


United 

England 

Total , 

M. 

P. 

Districts . 

& ?/ales 

Live  Births- 

Legitimate 

600 

303 

297 

Birth  Rate 
per  1,000 

17.04 

16.5 

549 

283 

266 

estimated 

civilian 

Illegitimate 

51 

20 

31 

population 
mid-1943 . 

Stillbirths- 

13 

5 

8 

Rate  per 

24.39 

Not 

1,000 

Avail' 

total  (live 
and  still) 

able. 

births . 

Deaths 

574 

280 

CD 

00 

Death  Rate 

16.30 

12.1 

per  1,000 
es  tiinated 
civ  I lian 
population 
mid-1943 . 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  (Headings 

30  of  the  Registrar-General’s 
ohort  List);- 


5. 


United 

Deaths.  Districts. 


No. 29. 

Puerperal  Sepsis, 

Nil. 

Rate  per 
1,000 

No. 30. 

Other  Maternal 
causes  ... 

3 

total 
(live  and 

48.78 

TOTAL  ... 

3 

still) 

births. 

48.78 

England 
& Wales. 

0.39 

1.45 

1.84 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year 
of  age : - 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  28,33  49.00 


Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legiti-  ) 


mate  live  births. 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 

• • • 

29.14 

) 

) 

) 

illegitimate  live  births 

• • • 

19,60 

) Not 
) 

) Avail- 
) 

) able. 

Deaths 

from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

# • « 

96 

Deaths 

from  Measles  (all  ages) 

• • • 

1 

) 

Deaths 

from  Whooping  Cough  (all 

ages ) , . 

1 

) 

Deaths 

from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 

years 

) 

of  age  ) . . ... 

« # # 

) 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

Causes  of  Death; 

No.  of 

(Children  under  1 year  of  age). 

Deaths . 

Asphyxia  Pallida  ...  ... 

1 

Atelectasis  ...  ... 

1 

Absence  of  Intraventricular  Sept-iim  ... 

1 

Broncho  Pneumonia  ...  ... 

3 

Infantile  Asthenia  ...  ... 

1 

Influenzal  Meningitis, . ... 

1 

Intra  Cranial  Haemorrhage 

1 

Marasmus  ...  • * • • * • 

1 

Premature  Birth  ...  ... 

6 

Whooping  Cough.  ...  ... 

1 

TOTAL  DEATHS  ... 

17 

SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 


Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensaries  and  Venereal  Disease  Clinics . 


The  following  tables  shov/  the  days  and  times  when  the 
above  Clinics  are  open  for  the  attendance  of  patients  re- 
siding in  the  United  Districts:- 


TUBERCULOSIS  DISPENSARIES: 

Day  and  Time  of  Attendance 

Canterbury : 

18,  New  Dover  Road. 

Friday: 

10-  0 a#m,  to  12-  0 noon. 

Herne  Bay: 

K.C.C,  Health  Centre, 
King’s  Road. 

Tue  sday : 

11-  0 a.m.  to  1-  0 p.m. 

Margate : 

Eton  House,, 

41,  St,  Peter's  Road. 

Friday: 

1-30  p.m*  to  5-30  p.m. 

Ramsgate : 

K.C.C.  Clinic, 

South  Eastern  Road, 

Friday: 

10-30  a*m,  to  12-50  p.m. 

VENEREAL  DISEASE  CLINICS: 

Day  and  Time  of  Attendance 

Ke  nt  a nd  Ca  n t e rbu  r y 
Hospital. 

Women 

Men 

Duesday  4-  0 to  5-  0 p.m. 
Friday  3-  0 to  4-  0 p.m, 
Tuesday  5-15  to  6-30  p.m, 
Friday  4-15  to  5-30  p.m. 

Eton  House, 

41,  St.  Peter's  Road, 
Margate . 

Women 

Men 

Saturday  1-30  to  2-30  p.m. 

Saturday  2-30  to  3-50  p.m. 

Royal  Victoria  Hospital, 
Dover. 

Women 

Men 

Monday  4-  0 p.m. 

Thursday  4-  0 p.m, 

Monday  4-  0 p.m, 

Hiursday  4-  0 p.m. 

7. 


SECTIONS  C,  D AW  E . 

For  the  above  Sections  see  separate  District  Reports. 


SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AW 
OTHER  DISEASES. 


Diphtheria  Iimnunlzation* 

This  is  dealt  with  fully  in  the  separate  District 
Reports. 


Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  following  tables  give  the  combined  particulars 
for  the  United  Districts  with  regard  to  cases  of  Tubercu- 
losis and  other  notifiable  infectious  diseases 


TUBERCULOS 
New  Cases  and  Mortality  during 

I S 

the  Year 

1943 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Periods. 

Non- 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

F 

0 • • « 

1 

mm 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

b • • • 

- 

mm 

3 

2 

- 

- 

1 

- 

15 

2 

3 

1 

- 

4 

1 

- 

25  ... 

- 

3 

1 

- 

4 

2 

- 

- 

35  * • • 

1 

4 

- 

- 

1 

3 

- 

- 

45  ... 

5 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

55 

4 

2 

- 

1 

3 

1 

- 

- 

65  and  over. 

1 

■ 

2 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

13 

14 

6 

4 

15 

9 

2 

1 

‘ - 1 

The  ratio  of  non-notif ied  tuberculosis  deaths  to  total 
tuberculosis  deaths  was  8 to  27. 


NOTIPIABLE  DISEASES  (CIVILIAN)  mjRING  THE  YEAR  1943 
with  ANALYSIS  OF  CASES  UNDER  AGE  GRCUPS. 
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In  addition  to  the  above,  11  cases  ol  notifiable  infectious  diseases  were  notified 
among  non-civilians  stationed  in  the  United  I>i  strict , as  follows 

Diphtheria  ...  2.  Pneumonia  ...  4.  Erysipelas 

Scarlet  Fever...  1.  Chickenpox  ...  2.  Dysentery 

These  patients  were  dealt  with  by  the  appropriate  Authority. 


BRIDGE 


BI£AN 


RURAL 


DISTRICT 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 


for  the  Year 


1943. 


W.  G.  EVANS,  M.B.,  B.Ch, 


HEALTH 


, D.P.H. 
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Pierremont  Hall, 

Broadstalrs, 


4th  August,  1944. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Joint  Committee 
of  the  East  Kent  (No,  1}  United  Districts. 


Mr.  Chaiman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Report  for  the  year 

1943. 

A survey  of  the  Vital  Statistics  given  in  the  text 
shows  that  in  spite  of  the  exigencies  of  war,  the  health 
of  the  people  of  the  District  maintained  a satisfactory 
level.  Infectious  Diseases  showed  an  average  incidence 
and  no  major  epidemics  v;ere  experienced. 

I should  like  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  work 
done  by  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  the  staff  of 
the  Public  Health  Department  under  the  difficult  condi- 
tions imposed  by  the  war. 


I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  G.  EVANS, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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BR1DGE-.BLEA.N  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

SECTION  A. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  (including  inland  water)  ...  55,868  acres. 

Rateable  Value  (April,  1943)  ...  £98,431:  0:  0. 

Estimated  sum  represented  by  Id.  rate  - 

(March,  1943)  ...  ...  £391:  4:11. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAE  STATISTICS  OP  THE  YEAR. 


Bridge-Blean  England 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Rural 

District . 

& Wales. 

Live  Births- 

283 

156 

127 

Birth  Rate 
per  1,000 

16.03 

16.5 

Legitimate 

264 

146 

118 

estimated 

civilian 

Illegitimate 

19 

10 

9 

population 

mid-1943. 

( Illegitimate 

percentage  of  total  live 

births  - 

6.71) 

Stillbirths- 

6 

2 

4 

Rate  per 

20.76 

Not 

1,000  total 

avail- 

( live  and 

still) 

births. 

able. 

Deaths 

197 

96 

101 

Death  Rate 
per  1,000 

11.16 

12.1 

estimated 

civilian 

population 

mid-1943. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  (Headings 
29  and  30  of  the  Registrar-General' s 
Short  List) 
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Bridge-Blean  England 
Rural  District*  & feles. 

Deaths. 


No. 29.  Puerperal 

Rate  per 

Sepsis . . 

Nil. 

1,000 

No. 30.  Other  Mat- 

total 

ernal 

(live  and 

3.46 

causes. . 

1 

still) 

Total  . . . 

1 

births . 

3.46 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one 
year  of  ageJ^ 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births...  28.26 


0.39 

1.45 

1.84 


49.00 


legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legiti- 
mate live  births  ...  26.51 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 

illegitimate  live  births  ...  52.63 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  32 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  1 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Gough  (all  ages)  - 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years 

of  age) . . . . . - 


) 

) 

) 

) 

) Not 
) 

) 

) Avail- 
) 

) 

) able. 

J 

) 

) 

) 


INFANT  MORTAThTY 

/ nv,  • 1 Causes  of  Death: 

No.  of 

— (.Children  under  1 year  of  a(3:e)  • 

Deaths . 

Absence  of  Intraventricular  Septum. 

1 

Asphyxia  Pallida 

1 

Atelectasis  ... 

1 

Broncho  Pneumonia 

2 

Marasmus 

1 

Prematurity  ... 

^ ' " ' ■ , , — 

2 

‘ - - 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  BRIDGE-BLEAN  RURAL  DISTRICT 

DURING  1943. 


— 

Males 

Females 

ALL  CAUSES 

96 

101 

1,  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

2,  Cerebrospinal  Fever 

- 

- 

3,  Scarlet  Fever.  ... 

> 

- 

4,  Whooping  Cough  ... 

- 

5,  Diphtheria  ...  ... 

- 

- 

6.  Respiratory  Tuberculosis .. . 

2 

2 

7,  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

8.  Syphilitic  Diseases  ... 

1 

1 

9.  Influenza  ...  ... 

4 

2 

10.  Measles  ...  ... 

11.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polio- 

- 

1 

Encephalitis  ... 

> 

12.  Acute  Inf:  Encephalitis  ... 

13,  Cancer  of  buc:  cav:  & oesoph:  (M) 

— 

— 

Uterus  (F)  ... 

2 

> 

14.  Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

4 

15,  Cancer  of  breast  ... 

6 

16,  Cancer  of  all  other  sites.. 

10 

9 

17,  Diabetes  ...  ... 

2 

18.  Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

7 

19 

19.  Heart  Disease.  ... 

20.  Other  diseases  of  circulatory 

28 

29 

system  ...  ... 

3 

*> 

21,  Bronchitis  ...  ... 

7 

7 

22.  Pneumonia  ...  ... 

4 

3 

23,  Other  respiratory  diseases. 

.. 

1 

24,  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

3 

]. 

25.  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years).. 

- 

26.  Appendicitis..  ... 

2 

- 

27.  Other  Digestive  Diseases... 

1 

3 

28.  Nephritis  ... 

1 

1 

29.  Puerperal  and  post-obort:  sepsis 

- 

- 

30.  Other  maternal  causes  ... 

1 

31 . Premature  Birth 

2 

- 

32.  Congenital  causes,  etc:  ... 

2 

1 

33 , Suicide  ...  ... 

1 

1 

34.  Hoad  Traffic  Accidents  ... 

— 

— 

35.  Other  violent  causes 

1 

36.  All  other  causes  ... 

13 

6 

f 
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SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA, 


Caboratorv  Facilities > 

There  was  no  change  during  the  year  In  the  labora- 
tory facilities  for  the  Rural  District:  most  examina- 
tions were  carried  out  at  the  County  Laboratory,  Maid- 
stone, A few  pathological  examinations,  in  connection 
with  patients  admitted  to  the  City  of  Canterbury  Isola- 
tion Hospital,  were  dealt  with  in  Canterbury, 


Ambulance  Facilities. 

( a ) Infectious  Cases  . 

The  ambulance  of  the  City  of  Canterbury  Isolation 
Hospital  was  used  for  the  removal  of  infectious  cases 
from  the  Bridge-Blean  Rural  District, 

(b)  Noo«Zofdotioua  Cac^e, 

Ambulances  from  the  Kent  and  Canterbury  Hospital 
and  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  (Horne  Bay  Division) 
were  available  for  cases  of  general  sickness,  disease 
and  accidents  which  occiirred  in  the  Rural  District; 
there  was  also  an  ambulance  at  the  Chislet  Colliery  for 
the  use  of  the  workmen  there. 

As  regards  co-ordination,  there  was  an  arrangement 
whereby  the  motor  ambulance  belonging  to  the  Canterbury 
Corps  of  the  St,  John  Ambulance  Brigade  was  available 
for  the  use  of  all  the  villages  surrounding  Canterbury, 
or  further  afield  if  necessary. 


Nursing  in  the  Homp. . 

An  efficient  system  of  District  Nursing  was  in 
operation  in  the  Rural  District,  twenty-four  parishes 

served  by  the  local  District  Nursing  Associations 
affiliated  to  the  Kent  County  Nursing  Association;  the 
other  two  parishes  were  served  by  local  Associations. 
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Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics . 

Maternity  and  Child  V\felfare  Centres . 

There  were  six  Centres  In  the  Rural  District,  car- 
ried on  by  the  County  Council  at  the  following  places 


Littlebourne 

Petham 

Sturry. 


Barham 
Bridge 
Hers  den 


Ante-Natal  and  Post-Ratal  Clinic . 

An  Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Clinic  was  held  at 
’’Wyngate,'*  Island  Road,  Sturry. 


Dental  Clinic. 

A School  Dental  Clinic  was  held  In  Canterbury,  which 
served  the  surrounding  district,  including  the  Bridge- 
Blean  area.  There  were-  also  facilities  for  the  dental 
treatment  of  nursing  and  expectant  mothers,  and  infants 
under  five  years  of  age,  attending  the  Kent  County  Ccuncil 
Welfare  Centres  around  the  Canterbury  District. 


Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

This  Clinic  was  held  at  the  Kent  and  Canterbury  Hos- 
pital, Canterbury,  the  Surgeon  in  attendance  being  A»  B. 
Beresford-Jones  Esq,,  M.S.,  M.B.. 


Tuberculosis  Dispensaries , 

The  Dispensaries  at  the  Kent  and  Canterbury  Hospital, 
Canterbury  and  at  the  Kent  County  Council  Clinic,  Horne 
Bay,  were  available  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  Bridge- 
blean  Rural  District.  The  days  and  times  when  the  Dis- 
pensaries are  open  are  shown  on  page  6. 


Venereal  Diseases  Clinics . 

The  Clinics  at  the  Kent  and  Canterbury  Hospital, 
Canterbury,  and  at  the  Royal  Victoria  Hospital,  Dcvt<i'. 
v/ere  available  at  the  usual  times  for  anyone  residing  in 
the  Rural  District.  For  days  and  times  of  Clinics  see 


Hospitals . 

Isolation  Hospital  Accomnoodatlon. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  which  were  notified  in 
the  Rural  District  were  removed  to  the  City  of  Canter- 
bury Isolation  Hospital  for  treatment. 

Smallpox  Hospital . 

The  arrangement  made  with  the  Dover  Town  Council 
for  cases  of  Smallpox  to  be  admitted  for  isolation  and 
treatment  to  the  Borough’s  Smallpox  Hospital  at  Poulton 
was  still  in  force  during  1943:  fortunately  no  cases 
of  this  disease  were  notified  in  the  Rural  District. 

General  Hospitals. 

This  District  was  served  by  the  Kent  and  Canterbury 
Hospital,  Canterbury  and  the  Queen  Victoria  Memorial 
Hospital,  Herne  Bay, 


SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA . 


Water . 

The  Rural  District  is  supplied  with  water  from 
three  different  public  supplies  and  local  wells:  nine 
parishes  are  served  by  the  Margate  Corporation,  five  by 
the  Mid-Kent  Water  Company,  and  six  by  the  Canterbury 
Gas  and  Water  Company;  three  other  parishes  are  served 
by  the  latter  Company  and  local  wells, 

Fprdwlch  Supply.-  This  parish  is  served  by  a Roman 

well:  the  water  gave  unsatisfac- 

tory  results  intermittently  from  routine  tests.  A chlo- 
rlnator  was  installed  and  a close  watch  is  kept  on  this 
water.  A scheme  for  extension  of  the  Canterbury  Gas  and 
Water  Company’s  mains  to  the  village  was  c'^nsidered  by 
the  Rural  District  Council,  who  decided  not  to  put  it 
into  effect  until  after  the  war, 

Stodmarsh  Supply.- A scheme  for  connecting  this  vil- 
lage with  the  Margate  Corporation’s 
mains  has  been  approved  by  the  Rural  District  Council  and 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
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Parishes  not  fully  connected  to  public  mains  suf- 
fered  from  dry  weather  shortage  during  the  year,  the 
district  of  South  Barham  being  badly  affected,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  year  efforts  wore  being  made  to  supply 
this  area  from  public  mains.  The  well  water  supplies 
to  the  hamlet  of  Marshside  were  also  InadeQuate,  and. 
here  too,  efforts  were  being  made  to  get  dwellings 
connected  to  the  Council *s  mains.  In  these  cases  the 
high  costs  and  shortage  of  Contractiors  willing  to  quote 
for  the  work  la  a great  handicap. 

During  1943  nineteen  premises  in  the  Rural  Dist- 
rict were  connected  with  main  water  supplies. 

Monthly  and  quarterly  samples  taken  from  the  three 
public  supplies  and  sent  to  the  County  Laboratory  for 
bacteriological  examination,  showed  them  to  be  good 
waters  and  quite  satisfactory. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

There  are  two  sewerage  schemes  in  operation,  one 
for  the  Pariah  of  Harbledown  and  one  for  the  village  of 
Hersden,  situated  in  the  Parish  of  Westbere.  In  the 
remainder  of  the  District  sewage  la  disposed  of  by  means 
of  privies,  pail  closets  and  W.C’s  draining  to  cesspools. 

No  extensions  were  made  during  the  year.  The  Har- 
bledown beds  are  working  satisfactorily,  but  the  Hersden 
system  is  still  unsatisfactory,  the  sewage  entering  the 
river  in  practically  a crude  state. 


Public  Cleansing. 

The  Council  undertakes  the  emptying  of  cesspools 
and  the  removal  of  the  contents  of  pails;  an  efficient 
system  of  doing  this  by  moans  of  mechanical  vehiclos  is 
employed.  There  were  no  extensions  of  these  services 
during  the  year. 


Hop-pickers^  Encampments. 

These  enca.mpments  wero  visited  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 
with  a Medicai  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Health:  some 
minor  dofocts  v;orQ  noted  and  adjusted  in  due  course. 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  as  follov/s 
with  regard  to  the  sanitary  inspection  of  the  area:- 

Total  niimher  of  visits  of  all 
kinds  made  by  the  Sanitary 

Inspectors  during  the  year...  1,124. 


SUMMARY  OF  NUISANCES  AND  DEFECTS  REMEDIED. 


Hop-pickers'  Encampments  ...  ...  8 

Sanitary  Accommodation  - Insufficient  ...  3 

Defective.  ...  10 

Drainage  - Re- const rue ted  ...  ...  6 

Repaired  ...  ...  3 

Cesspools-  Repaired  ...  ...  9 

Smoke  Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  2 

Roof  and  Rainwater  Pipes  ...  ...  12 

Floors  ...  ...  ...  6 

Walls  and  Ceilings.  ...  ...  1 

Baths,  Lavatory  Basins  and  Sinks...  ...  1 

Water  Supplies  ...  ...  ...  9 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  11 


Factories  Act.  1937. 

Nine  visits  were  paid  to  the  28  Factories  and  Work 
shops  in  the  Rural  District,  and  two  defects  were  found 
and  remedied  during  the  year. 


Notices . 

Ten  Statutory  Notices  were  seirved  and  the  defects 
were  remedied  in  all  cases. 


Eradication  of  Bed  Bug.q . 

No  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  of  bug 
infestations.  However,  v/hen  disinfestation  is  necessary 
the  method  used  in  the  Rural  District  is  to  spray  with 
Zaldecide,”  this  work  being  carried  out  by  the  Local 
Authority  under  the  supervision  of  the  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector. 
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Hop-pickers*  Encampments. 

Camps  were  established  at  eleven  farms  in  the  Rural 
District;  one  hundred  and  fifty  visits  were  made  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors, 

SECTION  D.  - HOUSING . 

There  was  still  a housing  shortage  during  19  4.3,  but 
not  so  acute  as  in  1942,  as  many  people  who  evacuated 
after  bombing,  returned  to  the  City  of  Canterbury. 

SECTION  E,-  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD . 


Milk. 

In  the  year  1943  there  were  111  Producers  of  milk 
in  the  Rural  District  and  219  visits  were  made  to  these 
premises  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  103  defects  being 
found,  85  of  which  were  remedied.  Forty-four  visits 
were  made  in  respect  of  the  35  retailers'  premises,  15 
defects  being  found  and  remedied. 

One  hundred  and  seventy-one  samples  of  milk  were 
submitted  to  the  County  Council  laboratory  for  bacterio- 
logical examinations  details  of  the  samples  submitted 
and  results  were  as  follows :- 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  50  (39  Satisfactory) 

Accredited  Milk  ...  ...  121  (93  Satisfactory) . 

Appropriate  action  followed  in  the  case  of  unsatisfac- 
tory samples. 

Five  samples  were  examined  for  the  presence  of  tuber- 
cle bacilli  and  all  proved  to  be  negative. 

School  Milk, 

Forty-one  samples  of  School  Milk  were  taken  by  the 
School  Incjuiry  Officer  and  sent  to  the  County  Daboratory 
for  bacteriological  examination,  all  were  satisfactory. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 


There  are  nine  slaughter-houses  in  the  Rural  District, 
but  since  1941  routine  slaughtering  has  boon  car>i->ied.  out 
in  the  City  of  Canterbury,  under  the  Ministry  of  Food  Cen- 
tralized Slaughtering  Scheme. 

During  1943  a total  of  approximately  2 cwts.  3 lbs,  of 
food  was  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 
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SECTION  F. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES. 


Diphtheria  Immunization. 

The  scheme  continued  to  operate  as  In  previous  years. 
The  accompanying  table  gives  the  figures  for  the  last 
three  years.  The  year  1943  shov\fed  a welcome  increase  in 
the  number  of  children  under  five  who  were  immunized,  but 
the  percentage  of  those  immunized  remains  below  the  75^ 
which  must  be  achieved  before  immunization  has  an  appre- 
ciable effect  on  the  incidence  of  diphtheria  in  the  coun- 
try as  a whole.  The  assistance  of  the  County  Health  Vis- 
itors and  the  Doctors  in  this  work  is  much  appreciated* 


Year. 

No.  of  Children  Immunized. 

Under  5 
Years. 

5 to  15  years. 

! 

December,  1940  to  31st 
December,  1941. 

473 

1,502 

1 Total 

1,975 

1st  January  to  31st 
December,  1942. 

140 

175 

315 

1st  January  to  31st 
December,  1943. 

325 

120  1 

445 

TOTAL 

938 

1,797  ; 

2,735 

Estimated  No.  of  Child- 
ren immunized  at 
end  of  1943,  in  age 
groups 

512 

I 

1,905  ; 

i 

2,417 

Estimated  Total  No.  of 
Children  in  the 
District  at  31st 
December,  1943. 

1,500 

2,720 

4,220 

Estimated  percentage  of 
Children  immunized 
at  31st  Dof*.eriiber, 
1943>  in  age  groups, j 

34.1 

70.0 

i 

57.2 
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Supply  of  Serum. 

Diphtheria  Anti«Toxin  is  provided  by  the  Council 
free  of  charge  and  supplied  to  Medical  Practitioners 
for  the  use  of  the  poorer  inhabitants  of  the  district, 
in  accordance  with  the  Diphtheria  Anti-Toxin  (Outside 
London)  Order,  1910.  A supply  is  kept  by  the  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector  at  his  Office* 

Infectious  Diseases* 

The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  was  within 
normal  limits.  Scarlet  Fever  remains  the  main  prob- 
lem, though  no  major  epidemic  was  experienced* 


TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  the  year  1943. 


Age  Periods. 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

F 

M 

F 

F 

M 

F 

0 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

mm 

mm 

m* 

5 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

mm 

mm 

mm 

15 

- 

2 

1 

- 1 

1 

mm 

mm 

25 

- 

3 

mm 

2 

mm 

35 

1 

2 

- 

1 

mm 

1 

45 

1 

- 

•w 

— 

•• 

\ 

55 

1 

- 

mm 

1 

1 

1 

mm 

65  and  over 





•• 

•• 

mm 

1 

TOTALS 

o 

7 

4 

2 

4 

t 

3 

mm 

1 

The  ratio  of  non-notlfied  tuberculosis  deaths  to 
total  tuberculosis  deaths  was  4 to  8. 


No  action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Pre- 
vention of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  nor  under 
Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (CIVILIAN)  DURING  THE  YEAR  1943 
with  ANALYSIS  OF  CASES  UNDER  AGE  GROUPS. 
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These  patients  were  dealt  with  by  the  appropriate  authority. 


Non-Notlf iable  Diseases. 


ChlckenpQx. 

During  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  an  outbreak 
of  Chickenpox  occurred  at  Adisham  School* 

Scabies. 

Numerous  cases  of  Scabies  were  reported  during  the 
last  quarter  of  the  year  at  Hersden.  Arrangements  were 
made  for  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  examine  and 
advise  cases  at  the  Church  Hall:  three  such  sessions 
were  held  and  22  patients  dealt  with.  Benzyl  Benzoate 
lotion  was  provided,  with  instructions  as  to  its  use* 
The  patients  were  Inspected  after  treatment> 

The  absence  of  public  cle^sing  facilities  and 
transport  conditions  make  Scabies  difficult  to  deal 
with  in  an  area  of  scattered  communities  such  as  the 
Rural  District*  The  present  arrangements,  though  far 
from  satisfactory,  appear  to  be  the  best  that  can  be 
made  under  the  present  conditions* 
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Pierremont  Hall, 

Broadstairs . 


4th  August,  1944, 


To  the  Chalman  and  Members  of  the  Joint  Committee 
of  the  East  Kent  (No.  1)  United  Districts. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  First  Annual  Re- 
port as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Broadstairs 
and  St.  Peter’s  Urban  District, 

Viewed  in  retrospect,  the  year  1943  presents  no 
outstanding  features.  Circumstances  of  war  led  to  a 
continued  depopulation  of  the  area  and  a suspension 
of  many  normal  peace  time  activities.  As  a result  of 
this,  the  statistical  analyses  are  not  comparable  with 
those  of  ordinary  times,  but  when  these  circumstances 
are  remembered  they  sho¥;  a satisfactory  picture  of 
health  and  longevity  in  the  Urban  District. 

Of  infectious  diseases,  there  was  a mild  epidemic 
of  Measles,  mainly  affecting  the  children  in  the  5 to 
10  years  of  age  group,  and  not  severe  in  type.  A fur- 
ther note  upon  this  and  other  infectious  diseases  will 
be  found  under  their  appropriate  headings  in  the  body 
of  the  report, 

A report  to  which  I should  liice  to  draw  your  at- 
tention is  that  upon  ** Nursing  in  the  Home;*'  the  table 
showing  the  actual  v;ork  carried  out  by  Nurse  Tompson 
and  her  Auxiliaries  is  a new  feature  and  shows  the  de- 
tails of  a most  creditable  and  necessary  service. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  V.  WALKER. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


BROADSTAIES  MD  ST.  PETER'S  URBAN  DISTRICT 


SECTION  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  (including  inland  water)  ... 

Rateable  Value  (April,  1943)  ... 

Estimated  sum  represented  by  Id.  rate  - 
( Cash  basis)  ...  ... 


2,771  acres 
£141,391:  0;  0 

£237;  0;  0 


EXTRACTS  PROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OP  THE  YEAR. 


Broadstairs 


Total 

M. 

P 

. & St 

. Peter' s 

England 

Urban  District 

. Sc  Wales 

Live  Births- 

Legitimate 

102 

51 

51 

Birth  Rate 
per  1,000 

21.08 

16.5 

97 

49 

48 

estimated 

civilian 

Illegitimate 

5 

2 

3 

population 

mid-1943. 

(Illegitimate 

percentage  ( 

of  total  live 

births  - 

4.90) 

Stillbirths- 

2 

1 

1 

Rate  per 

19.23 

Not 

1,000  total 

avail- 

( live  and 
still) 

able. 

births. 

Deaths  - 

105 

54 

51 

Death  Rate 

21.70 

12.1 

per  1,000 

estimated 

civilian 

population 

mid-1943. 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  (Headings 
29  and  30  of  the  Registrar-General's 
Short  List) 
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Broads tairs 

5c  St.  Peter's  England 
Urban  Edst riot . & Wales 


Deaths . 


No. 29.  Puerperal 

Sepsis..  Nil 
No. 30.  Other  Mat- 
ernal causes.  “ 

Total  ...  ** 


Rate  per 
1,000 
total 
( live  and 
still) 
births • 


0.39 

1.45 

1.84 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one 
year  of  age:- 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births.  19.60  49.00 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legi-  ) 

timate  live  births  ...  20.61  ) 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  ) Not 

illegitimate  live  births...  ) 

) 

) 

) Avail- 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  16  ) 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ) able. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  1 j 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  ) 

of  age)  . . ...  ) 


INFANT  MORTALITY 

Causes  of  Death; 

(Children  under  1 year  of  age) 

No.  of 
Deaths . 

Infantile  Asthenia  . . . 

! 

1 

V#ho oping  Cough. 

1 
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CAUSES  OP  DEATH  IN  BROADSTAIRS  AND  ST.  PETER* S URBAN 

DISTRICT  DURING  1943. 


\ 

i 

Males 

Females 

1 

ALL  CAUSES. 

54 

51 

I. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

2. 

Cerebrospinal  Fever 

••• 

1 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

! 4. 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

- 

i 

Diphtheria 

- 

: 6. 

Rvospiratory  Tuberculosis... 

2 

3 

i ’7' 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1 

— 

! 8. 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

t 

9. 

Influenza 

2 

1 

10. 

Measles 

- 

— 

11. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polio- 
Encephalitis 

_ 

; 12. 

Acute  Inf:  Encephalitis  ... 

- 

; 13. 

1 

t 

Cancer  of  buc:  cav:  & oesoph: 

(M)  Uterus  (F)  ... 

1 

14. 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

- 

2 

1 15. 

Cancer  of  breast 

2 

! 16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites.. 

9 

3 

1 17. 

Diabetes 

- 

18. 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

8 

3 

19. 

Heart  Disease 

13 

25 

20. 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory 
system 

3 

2 

21, 

Bronchitis  . . . 

2 

2 

22. 

Pneumonia 

2 

1 

23. 

Other  respiratory  diseases. 

- 

1 

24. 

Ulcer  of  stomiach  or  duodenum  i 

2 

^ 1 

25. 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) . . 

- 

t 

26 . 

Appendicitis  ... 

1 

27. 

Other  Digestive  Diseases... 

2 

128. 

Nephritis 

1 

1 

29. 

Puerperal  and  post-abort:  sepsis 

- 

- 

30. 

Other  maternal  causes 

- 

- 

31. 

Premature  Birth 

..  i 

- 

32. 

Congenital  causes,  etc:  ... 

1 

- 

j 33. 

Suicide 

- 

! 34. 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

1 i 

1 

35. 

Other  violent  causes 

1 j 

1 i 

36. 

i 

All  other  causes  ...  i 

1 

—J. 

2 I 

1 

i 

2 : 

1 

SECTION  B. 
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GENERAX  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

Bacteriological  examinations  were  carried  out  as 
hitherto,  at  the  County  Laboratory,  County  Hall,  Maid- 
stone. A few  clinical  investigations,  secondary  to  the 
acceptance  of  candidates  for  superannuation  under  the 
Broadstairs  and  St.  Peter*  s Urban  District  Council  were 
carried  out  at  Ramsgate. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

(a)  Infectious  Cases. 

As  it  remained  necessary  to  admit  patients  suffer- 
ing from  infectious  diseases  and  requiring  treatment 
away  from  home,  to  the  Herne  Bay  and  Whitstable  Joint 
Isolation  Hospital,  the  arrangements  previously  made  by 
the  Isle  of  Thanet  Joint  Hospital  Board  with  the  Whit- 
stable and  District  Ambulance  Committee  for  the  removal 
by  ambulance  of  such  patients  continued  as  since  June, 
1940. 

(b)  Non-Inf ectlous  Cases. 


As  described  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1942,  the 
Broadstairs  and  St.  Peter's  Urban  District  Council  has 
operated,  throughout  the  year,  the  two  ambulances  of 
the  British  Red  Cross  Society,  and  has  continued  to  man 
them  by  personnel  of  the  Civil  Defence  Ambulance  Service. 
The  arrangement  has  worked  satisfactorily  and  during  the 
year  73  cases  were  removed,  the  total  mileage  covered 
being  2,535  miles. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  Broadstairs  and^St.  Peter's  Nursing  Association 
remained  in  abeyance  during  the  year  and  the  work  of  dis- 
trict nursing  continues  to  be  carried  out  by  Auxiliaries 
at  the  First  Aid  Post,  in  accordance  with  permission  gran- 
ted by  the  Senior  Regional  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  on  the  31st  December,  1941,  Although  their  acti- 
vities have  not  been  supervised  by  a trained  nurse,  their 
work  has  been  highly  satisfactory  and  much  appreciated  by 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Urban  District,  and  by  the  Medical 
Practitioners.  An  analysis  of  the  cases  attended  is  as 
follows 
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DIAGNOSIS 

1 No.  of 

No.  of 

|Patients 

{Visits 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood  Vesse 

Is; 

1 

Apoplexy 

! 

! 4 

21 

Arterio  Sclerosis 

! 1 

4 

Myocardial  Degeneration. . 

i 1 

64 

Senile  Myocarditis 

! 1 

55 

Valvular  Disease  of  Heart 

1 

6 

Diseases  of  Respiratory  System! 

j 

Carcinoma  of  Lung 

1 

1 

i 1 

33 

Pneumonia 

i 1 

16 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis... 

! 1 

i 

4 

Diseases  of  the  Genito  Urinar:/  System‘s 

Carcinoma  of  Prostate  ... 

1 

i 1 

5 

Carcinoma  of  Prostate  Gle.nd 

1 1 

1 

16 

• ! 

Diseases  of  Bones,  Joints  and  Muscle s!< 

1 

Arthritis 

1 2 

i 

424 

1 Diseases  of  the  Skin  and  Related  Orga: 

! 

IS ; 

! 1 

Mammary  Abscess  ...  j 

■ 

1 1 

16 

Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System!  j 

1 

j 

Parkinson' s Disease 

1 

i 1 

72 

Senility; 

! 2 
j 

500 

Other  Conditions;  i 

1 

1 

i 

1 

Dressing  on  Face  after  Accident 

1 ^ 

2 

1 Kidney  Dressing 

1 

16 

Scalded  Foot 

15 

Last  Offices ; 

1 

j le" 

1 

16 

Enemas : ... 

I 4 

i 1 

i 

5 

Attendance  at  Camp  Reception  Station; 

1 3 1 

2 

; ! 

TOTAL  No.  of  Patients  and  Visits:  ^ 

• • t 

! i 

i 37 

1292 
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^ Eight  of  this  number  are  the  same  patients  as  shown 
under  the  other  headings. 


Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre • 

The  Centre  was  carried  on  by  the  County  Council  at 
the  Broadstairs  and  St.  Peter’ s Mothercraft  Club,  St. 
Peter’ s Road,  Broadstairs. 

The  CoiHity  Council*  s Health  Visitor,  Miss  E.  Bram- 
mer,  undertook  visits  to  mothers  and  children  in  their 
ov/n  homes,  and  conditions  which  called  for  Specialist 
services  operated  by  the  County  Council,  e.g.  - ortho- 
paedic, were  referred  from  the  Centre  to  the  appropriate 
clinics. 

Dr.  R.  Riley  acted  as  part-time  Medical  Officer. 

Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Clinic. 


This  Clinic  was  held  at  the  Broadstairs  and  St. 
Peter' s Mothercraft  Club  on  the  first  and  third  Wednes- 
day in  each  month.  Dr.  C.  H,  T.  Bond  and  the  County 
Midwife,  Nurse  E.  G-.  Chapman,  attended  with  the  expect- 
ant mothers. 

During  the  year  the  Government  Scheme  for  the  evac- 
\iation  of  expectant  mothers  to  maternity  homes  and  hos- 
tels in  or  near  Tunbridge  Vi^ells  continued,  and  the 
arrangements  were  made,  through  the  office  of  the  Medi- 
cal Officer  of  Health,  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  Thir- 
teen expectant  mothers  availed  themselves  of  this  oppor- 
tunity which,  compared  with  89  notified  births  for  the 
year,  gave  a proportion  of  14.60  per  cent.  This  is  not 
a very  satisfactory  figure,  and  one  cannot  commend  too 
warmly  a scheme  which  ensures  tranquil  and  pleasant  sur- 
roundings at  such  a time  to  mothers  living  in  the  south 
east  coastal  area. 

Tuberculosis  Dlspensaides . 

Patients  from  Broadstairs  and  St.  Peter’s  attended 
dispensaries  run  by  the  Kent  County  Council  at  Margate 
Ramsgate  and  Canterbury  as  hitherto.  Domiciliary  visit- 
ing was  carried  out  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  for  the 
District  and  by  Nurse  E.  Branmer,  who  combines  the  office 
of  Tuberculosis  Nurse  with  that  of  Health  Visitor.  For 
days  and  times  when  Dispensaries  are  open  see  page  6 
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Venereal  Diseases. 


Arrangements  for  treatment  at  Margate,  Canterbury 
and  Dover,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Kent  County  Coun^ 
cil,  continued  as  hitherto:  a note  on  propaganda  in 
this  matter  will  be  found  on  page  45;  and  the  days 
and  times  of  the  Clinics  are  shown  on  page  6. 


Hospitals. 

Isolation  Hospital  Accommodation. 

Ov/ing  to  the  continued  use  of  Haine  Hospital  for 
other  purposes  and  the  suspension  of  the  activities  of 
the  Isle  of  Thanet  Joint  Hospital  Board,  it  remained 
necessary  to  admit  patients  suffering  from  infectious 
diseases  and  requiring  treatment  away  from  home,  to 
the  Heme  Bay  and  Whitstable  Joint  Isolation  Hospital. 
The  arrangement  worked  satisfactorily  during  1945,  and 
it  was  unnecessary  to  make  room  for  patients  in  other 
Hospitals  through  lack  of  accommodation  at  Herne  Bay. 

Special  Arrangements  for  Smallpox  Cases. 

By  agreement  with  the  Kent  County  Council,  cases 
of  Smallpox  would  have  been  admitted  to  one  of  the  in- 
land Hospitals,  by  arrangement  with  the  County  Medical 
Officer;  fortunately  no  such  cases  arose. 

General  Hospitals. 

The  Urban  District  is  served  by  the  Ramsgate  Gen- 
eral Hospital  and  the  Margate  and  District  General  Hos- 
pital for  cases  of  illness  or  accident. 


Registration  of  Nursing  Homes. 

One  Nursing  Home  was  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of 
the  year:  this  Home  has  seven  beds,  but  no  provision 
for  maternity  cases.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  car- 
ried out  an  inspection  during  the  year. 


SECTION  C.-  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water. 


A full  account  of  the  water  supply  of  the  Broad- 
stairs  and  St.  Peter' s Urban  District  was  giAren  in  the 
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Annual  Report  for  1938  and  no  changes  since  then  have 
been  reported. 

Bacteriological  investigations  were  carried  out  at 
the  County  Laboratory,  Maidstone,  at  fortnightly  inter- 
vals and  every  two  months  a chemical  analysis  was  made 
at  the  South  Eastern  Analytical  Laboratory  at  Canterbury. 
These  procedures  made  an  effective  check  upon  the  quality 
of  the  water,  which  remained  at  a high  level. 

The  one  natural  defect  which  the  water  possessed  was 
its  high  degree  of  hardness  and  the  ”Permutit*  softening 
system,  previously  described,  continued  to  operate.  The 
water  had  no  plumbo  solvent  action. 

All  dwelling-houses  in  the  area  are  connected  with 
the  Coimcil’  s water  mains  and  have  a constant  and  suffi- 
cient supply. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage)  There  were  no  changes  under  these 
Closet  Accompiodation. ) headings  • 


Public  Cleansing. 

There  v/as  no  change  to  record  in  the  administration 
of  this  service.  The  refuse  collected  during  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1943,  amounted  to  1,479  tons  4 cwts. 

The  following  table  shows  the  particulars  of  mater- 
ials salvaged  and  sold  during  the  period  1st  April,  1943 
to  1st  April,  1944.- 


Material 

Salvaged. 

Tons 

Quant icy. 
cwts.  qrs. 

lbs. 

Amount 

£ 

received. 

s . d. 

Waste  Paper 

42; 

10; 

2: 

0. 

268 

9:  3. 

Tins 

50: 

10: 

3: 

0. 

42 

3:10. 

Rags  . . . 

4; 

3: 

0: 

5. 

98 

6:  5. 

Metal  ... 

16 : 

1 • 

18. 

21 

5:11. 

Iron 

27: 

l: 

3: 

0. 

10 

16:  0. 

Bottles. . . 

11: 

16: 

3: 

0. 

7 

4*  0. 

Bones 

3: 

3; 

2: 

21. 

15 

1 : 6. 

Batteries . 

4: 

l; 

0; 

0. 

1 

14:  0. 

TOTALS  . . . 

144: 

3: 

3: 

16. 

£465 

0:ll. 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  as  follows J- 

Total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  made  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  during  the  year 
1943  ...  ...  1^9G6a 


SUlVIMARy  OF  SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED. 

Dampness  remedied 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

Inspection  Chambers  constructed 

• • # 

1 

Inspection  Covers  and  Frames  provided 

• • • 

6 

Drains  cleaned 

• • • 

• • • 

12 

Drains  re-laid 

• • • 

• • • 

4 

Eaves  Guttering  repaired 

• • • 

• • • 

3 

Ventilating  or  soilpipes  provided  or  repaired. . 

2 

Rainwater  Pipes  repaired 

• • • 

• • • 

6 

Soakaways  constructed 

• • • 

« » • 

9 

Soakav;ays  cleansed 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

Flushing  Cisterns  provided 

or  repaired 

• • • 

6 

Nev/  W.C.  basins  fixed 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

W. C.  repairs. 

• • • 

« • • 

2 

Acciunulations  removed 

• • • 

• • • 

29 

Miscellaneous  Repairs 

• • • 

• • • 

6 

Miscellaneous  Nuisances 

• • • 

• • « 

24 

Roofs  repaired 

• • • 

• • • 

4 

Dustbins  provided 

• • • 

• • • 

14 

Floors  re-laid 

• • • 

• • • 

6 

I Yard  paving  constructed/repaired 

• • • 

2 

! Burst  Waterpipes 

• • • 

• • • 

3 

Nuisances  from  the  keeping 

of  Animals 

• • • 

7 

Dirty  Houses  Cleansed 

• • • 

» • « 

1 

Premises  cleared  of  Insect 

Pestss-  Bugs 

• • • 

2 

Fleas 

• • • 

3 

Cockroaches 

2 

Moths 

• • • 

44 

■ Wasps'  Nests  destroyed 

i 

• • • 

• • • 

6 

i 

Damage  by  Mo th  in  Unoccupied  Furnished  Houses . 


In  May,  1943,  I reported  to  the  Health  and  Housing 
Committee  that  several  cases  had  come  to  my  notice  where 
the  furnishings  in  unoccupied  furnished  houses  had  been 
damaged  by  rats,  mice,  or  moths,  particularly  moths.  As 
a result  of  the  publicity  given  to  this  matter  by  posters, 
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circulars  to  ratepayers  evacuated  from  the  district, 
and  in  the  press,  80  inquiries  virere  received  hy  the  end 
of  the  year,  44  premises  were  disinfested,  and  inspec- 
tions made  and  advice  given  in  other  cases. 

It  can  also  be  assumed  that  many  persons  who  did 
not  communicate  with  this  Department  had  their  attention 
drawn  to  this  matter  by  the  publicity  undertaken,  and 
took  action  on  their  own  behalf. 

Many  letters  were  received  expressing  appreciation 
of  the  Council*  s action  in  drawing  attention  to  this 
problem:  furniture  and  bedding  worth  a very  considerable 
amount  have  been  dealt  with. 

Amount  chargeable  (labour,  materials,  etc.)  - 
£39:15:  4d. 


Disinfection. 

Disinfection  was  carried  out  during  the  year  as  fol- 
lows :- 


Rooms  fumigated  . . . 

22 

Rooms  sprayed  , , , 

184 

Verminous  Rooms  sprayed. 

43 

Batches  of  Bedding  steam 

disinfected  . . , 

69. 

Factories  Act,  1937. 

Seventy  premises  fall  within  the  scope  of  the  above 
Act,  but  many  of  the  businesses  are  closed  down  owing  to 
the  war.  Twenty-six  inspections  were  made  during  the 
year  and  nine  defects  found  and  remedied. 


Shops  and  Offices. 


Visits  were  made  as  follows  to  shop  premises  to 
ascertain  whether  the  provisions  of  the  Shops  Acts  were 
being  complied  with:- 


Inspections  ...  ;l0 
General  Surveys  . , , 5 
Interviews  , . , 15^ 


No  action  was  found  necessary  under  the  provisions  of 
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Section  10,  Shops  Acts,  1934,  v/hich  denis  with  ventila- 
tion, temperature,  sanitary  conveniences,  lighting  and 
v/ashing  facilities.  Warnings  were  issued  to  five  shop- 
keepers in  respect  of  other  offences. 


Camping  Sites. 

There  are  no  civilian  camping  sites  in  the  area 
and  no  licences  have  been  issued  under  Section  269  of 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


Smoke  Abatement. 

There  are  very  few  factories  in  the  district  of  a 
type  liable  to  cause  smoko  nuisances.  No  smoke  nuisances 
from  factory  chimneys  were  observed  during  the  year. 


Swimming  Baths. 

The  seven  swimming  baths  in  the  district  are  now 
uted  for  storage  of  water  for  fire  fighting  purposes. 


Mosquito  Nuisance  in  Static  Water  Tanks. 

Ministry  of  Health  Circular  2622,  issued  on  the 
8th  April,  1942,  referred  to  the  necessity  for  talking 
action  to  prevent  mosquitoes  breeding  in  static  water 
tanks.  Following  inspections,  representations  v;ere 
made  to  the  National  Fire  Service  in  respect  of  seven 
bathing  pools  and  five  specially  constructed  tanks, 
used  for  storing  water  for  fire  fighting  purposes. 

Fresh  v;ater  Y/as  provided  in  all  cases  where  required 
and  arrangements  made  for  the  addition  of  chemical  sub- 
stances to  the  wcxter  to  retard  mosquito  breeding. 


Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

During  the  year  two  verminous  houses  were  disin- 
fested. The  rooms  a.ffected  were  thoroughly  sprayed 
with  liquid  insecticide,  with  satisfactory  results  in 
each  case. 

Destruction  of  Rats  and  Mice. 


Action  has  been  taken  in  this  district  over  a 
period  of  many  years  (a)  to  prevent  rats  and  mice 


breeding  in  any  part  of  the  area;  (b)  to  destroy  rats 
and  mice  at  the  first  sign  of  infestation. 

Inspections  are  carried  out  regularly  in  all  parts 
of  the  area  follovjed  by  gassing,  trapping  and  poisoning, 
whichever  is  most  suitable  in  any  particular  case.  Rat 
poison  is  supplied  free  to  persons  who  notify  the  exist- 
ence of  rats  on  or  near  their  premises*  this  free  issue 
is  well  known  to  the  inhabitants  and  ensures  that  - 

(a)  action  is  taken  immediately  rats  are 
seen,  thus  preventing  their  unrestricted 
breeding;  and  - 

(b)  the  officer  of  the  bocal  Authority  deal- 
ing with  this  matter  has  up-to-date  in- 
formation of  the  sites  where  rats  are 
known  to  exist. 

Poison  was  supplied  during  1943  to  316  applicants, 
and  329  visits  v^ere  made  in  connection  with  rat  destruc- 
tion work. 


aECTlQN  D.  - HOUSING. 

A large  number  of  houses  have  been  vacated  as  a re- 
sult of  the  voluntary  evacuation  scheme.  There  is  no 
shortage  of  houses  within  the  Urban  District,  and  no 
cases  of  overcrowding  were  found  during  the  year.  Owing 
to  Civil  Defence  duties,  no  routine  housing  Inspections 
were  made  during  1943,  but  in  all  cases  where  housing  de- 
fects were  reported,  action  was  taken  to  have  the  defects 
remedied. 


SECTION  E.  - INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  FOOD. 


Water. 

Reports  upon  samples  of  the  public  water  supply 
shov/ed  the  following  results 

Bacteriological  examination. . . 24.  (All  satisfactory) . 

Chemical  examination...  ...  5.  ( " ” ). 

Milk, 

Registration  of  Dairies,  Dairymen  ahd  Retail  PuiVeyot^s. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  six  producers  were  register- 
ed in  respect  of  seven  premises;  in  connection  with  the 
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milk  supply  of  the  District.  Three  cov/keepers*  premises 
v/ere  not  in  use  for  milk  production  during  1943,  Two 
cowkeepers  were  licensed  to  produce  ’’Accredited”  milk 
and  two  to  produce  ungraded  milk. 

The  following  are  the  particulars  of  the  retail 
purveyors  of  milk  in  the  Districts- 

Retail  Purveyors  in  the  District  . . . 

Retailers  of  milk  from  outside  area.. 

Retailers  of  milk  in  sealed  containers 
only  ...  ... 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. 

The  requirements  of  the  above  Order  as  to  care 
and  cleanliness  in  production,  storage  and  delivery  of 
milk  are  generally  complied  with.  One  hundred  and 
twenty  inspections  of  cowsheds  and  dairies  were  made 
during  1943  and  15  defects  were  found  and  remedied. 

One  cowshed  floor  v/as  reconstructed  during  the  year. 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk  Samples. 

The  follov/ing  numbers  of  milk  samples  were  submit- 
ted to  the  County  Laboratory  for  bacteriological  exam- 
ination:- 


6) 

12)  43. 

y 

25) 


! 

Grade  of  Milk. 

No . of 
Samples 
taken. 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory. 

Accredited  Milk 

12 

10 

2 

Ungraded  Milk 

14 

14 

— 

School  Milk  (submitted 
by  School  Inquli‘y 
Officer) 

19 

19 

- 

I TOTALS 

1 

1" 

45 

— 

43 

2 1 
( 

i 

Biological  Tests  for  Tuberculosis . 

Six  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  examination, 
five  proved  to  be  negative  and  one  positive.  The  last 
mentioned  was  taken  od  the  21st  September,  1943,  and  al- 
thougii  action  was  taken  immediately  the  sample  was  known 
to  be  positive,  the  animals  infected  were  not  traced  and 
removed  from  the  herd  until  February,  1944.  During  this 
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period  the  milk  from  the  herd  vms  being  consumed  by  the 
public. 

At  a later  date,  June,  1944,  representations  were 
made  to  the  Member  of  Parliament  for  the  Thane t Division, 
and  to  the  Kent  Borough  and  Urban  District  Councils' 
Association,  that  appropriate  action  should  be  taken  at 
an  early  date  to  make  it  compulsory,  upon  it  being  ascer- 
tained that  any  herd  is  giving  tuberculous  milk,  for  all 
the  milk  from  such  herd  to  be  efficiently  pasteurized 
until  the  diseased  animal  or  animals  have  been  detected 
and  removed  from  the  herd. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936. 

Two  licences  were  issued  by  the  Kent  County  Council 
for  the  production  of  Accredited  milk;  and  the  follow- 
ing licences  were  issued  by  the  Urban  District  Council:- 

Pasteurizer ' s licence  to  sell  milk  as  Pasteurized  ...  1 

Supplementary  licence  to  sell  milk  as  Pasteurized  ...  1 

Dealer's  licence  to  sell  milk  as  Tuberculin  Tested...  1 
Dealer' s licence  to  sell  milk  as  Accredited. . . ...  1 

Dealer's  licence  to  sell  milk  as  Pasteurized..  ...  1. 

Pasteurization  Plants. 

There  are  two  pasteurization  plants  installed  in  the 
district,  but  neither  of  them  v;ere  in  use  during  1943, 


Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

The  Broadstairs  and  St.  Peter's  Meat  supply  is  now 
procured  from  the  Government  Slaughter-house  and  Whole- 
sale Meat  Supply  Depot,  which  is  situated  at  Ramsgate. 

During  the  year  1943  a total  of  5 cwts.  1 qr.  21  lbs. 
of  food  was  condemned  as  unfit  for  consumption;  this 
consisted  of  bacon,  eggs,  tinned  milk,  cheese,  butter, 
tirmied  foods,  etc. 

The  following  inspections  of  food  shops  were  madeJ- 


But chers 
Bakehouses 


• • • 


54 

10 

56 


Pood  Preparing  Premises 
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Civil  Defence  Duties. 

Training  of  volunteers  and  Civil  Defence  personnel 
in  decontamination  of  food  and  clothing  was  continued 
during  1943. 


Other  Civil  Defence  Matters  dealt  with: 

Evacuation  (Children,  non-essential  persons, 
aged  and  infirm) ; 

Evacuation  of  Expectant  Mothers; 

Evacuation  of  Children  to  Residential  Nur- 
series, to  allow  mothers  to  join 
Services  or  to  take  up  war  work; 

Registration  of  Children  entering  the  Dis- 
trict ; 

Provision  of  Footwear  and  Clothing  for 
Evacuated  Children; 

Cheap  Railway  Facilities  to  visit  Evacuated 
Persons ; 

Registration  of  "Next  of  Kin." 


SECTION  F. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES. 


Diphtheria  Immunization . 

The  scheme  outlined  in  previous  reports  remained  in 
force,  the  immunization  injections  being  carried  out  by 
the  private  medical  practitioners  in  the  town,  who  are 
remunerated  in  accordance  v^rith  the  scale  approved  by  the 
British  Medical  Association. 

Propaganda  is  carried  out  by  the  Health  Visitor  and 
School  Nurse,  in  the  Baby  Clinics  and  also  in  the  Schools; 
the  results  are  not  unsatisfactory  in  view  of  the  evacu- 
ated state  of  the  town  and  the  scattered  population!  they 
are  summarized  as  follows!- 
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Year. 

No.  of  Children  Immunized 

Under  5 
Years. 

1 

t 

5 to  15  years.i 

Total 

December,  1940  to 

31st  December,  1941. 

166 

175 

341 

1st  January  to  31st 
December,  1942, 

99 

122 

221 

1st  January  to  31st 
December,  1943. 

67 

0 

72 

TOTAL. 

332 

302  i 

1 

634 

Estimated  Number  of 
Children  immunized 
at  end  of  1943,  in 
age  groups 

19  5 

h 

' 

385  i 

578 

Estimated  Total  Number 
of  Children  in  the 
District  at  31st 
December,  1943. 

343 

r 1 

1 

• 1 

585 

928 

Estimated  percentage 
of  Children  immun- 
ized at  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1943,  in  age 
groups  . . • 

56.9 

- 

1 

65.  5 

. 

62.28 

No  special  campaign  of  propaganda  was  undertaken  dur- 
ing the  year. 


Supply  of  Serum. 

Diphtheria  Anti-Toxin  is  provided  by  the  Council  free 
of  charge  and  supplied  to  medical  practitioners  for  the 
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use  of  the  poorer  inliabite.nts  of  the  District  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Diphtheria  Anti-Toxin  (Outside  London) 
Order,  1910.  A supply  is  kept  at  the  Sanitary  Inspec- 
tor' s Office  and  also  at  the  County  Police  Station. 


Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 


Tuberculosis,  etc. 

The  follov/ing  is  an  analysis  of  the  situation  with 
regard  to  tuberculosis  and  other  infectious  diseases  in 
the  Urban  District  in  1943:- 


TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases 

and  Mortality  during  the 

year 

1943. 

1 

Nev7  Cases  1 

Deaths 

Age  Periods. 

Non-  j 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary! 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

M 

P 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 

1 

5 ... 

1 5 ... 

1 

1 

- 

: 

1 

1 

25 

1 

2 

*1* 

- 

35  • • • 

«i« 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

'45  • » • 

- 

» 

— 

1 

— 

f 55  • » • 

2 

1 

1 

- 

- 

65  and  over. 

i 

- - 

- 

— 

- 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

* T 0 T A L a. 

, 

3 

. 

3 

L . .. 

- 

1 

- ! 

1 

1,  X 

4 

3 



1 

- 

The  ratio  of  non-notified  tuberculosis  deaths  to 
total  tuberculosis  deaths  was  3 to  8. 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Pre- 
vention of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  nor  under 
Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


NOTIFIABIiE  DISEASES  (CIVILIAN)  DURING  THE  YEAR  1943 
with  ANALYSIS  OF  CASES  UNDER  AGE  GROUPS. 
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Dysentery  ...  1 

These  patients  were  dealt  with  by  the  appropriate  authority. 
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Measles . 


During  the  year  there  v/as  a brisk  epidemic  of 
Measles  affecting  the  ciiildren  attending  St.  Mildred*  s 
Girls'  and  Infants*  School  and  Reading  Street  Infants' 
School.  The  source  of  the  epidemic  could  not  be  traced, 
but  it  vi/as  appreciated  that,  in  our  present  state  of 
knowledge,  it  v/as  impossible  to  confer  an  artificial 
herd  immunity  against  Measles,  and  epidemics  were  liable 
to  recur  as  susceptible  persons  accumulated.  In  this 
area,  which  for  so  long  had  been  severed  from  its  normal 
contacts  v/ith  the  rest  of  the  country,  there  was  no  doubt 
a large  number  of  susceptible  children,  and  a chance  con- 
tact with  an  infected  person  might  well  have  caused  an 
epidemic  of  this  sort,  which  did,  in  fact  happen. 

The  local  Medical  Practitioners  informed  me  that  the 
cases  were  mild,  and  this  no  doubt  accounted  for  the  fact 
that  many  patients  notified  as  absent  from  school  as  a 
result  of  this  illness  were  not  notified  by  the  doctors, 
presumably  because  medical  assistance  v/as  not  sought;  I 
therefore  deemed  it  expedient  to  insert  an  advertisement 
in  the  local  press,  reminding  the  heads  of  families  of 
their  obligation  to  notifjr  Measles  if  a Doctor  had  not 
already  done  so. 

Chickenpox. 

In  the  second  quarter  of  the  year  a small  outbreak 
of  Chickenpox  occurred,  and  in  view  of  the  apparent  fact 
that  the  local  obligation  to  notify  cases  of  this  disease 
had  somewhat  lapsed  from  public  attention,  an  advertise- 
ment vas  inserted  in  the  local  press  in  May,  to  remind 
parents  and  guardians  of  their  responsibility. 

Vaccination. 

The  Vaccination  Officer  for  the  district  has  kindly 
supplied  me  v/ith  the  following  pa.rticulars : ~ 


Total  births  registered  locally  ...  76 

Children  successfully  vaccinated  ...  57 

Children  insusceptible  to  vaccination... 

Number  of  certificates  from  conscientious 

objectors  ...  ...  24 

Number  v/ho  died  unvaccinated  ...  5 

Number  removed  from  district  ...  5 

Cases  not  yet  found  or  certificates  not 
yet  received  from  Public  Vaccina.tor, 
or  cases  postponed. . 
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Non-Notif iable  Diseases. 


Mump  3 . 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  an  outbreak  of  Mumps 
occurred  at  the  Reading  Street  School  and  also  in  the 
Girls'  and  Infants'  Departments  of  St.  Peter' s Church 
of  England  School. 

Venereal  Diseases. 

During  the  year  a vigorous  campaign  to  bring  the 
necessity  for  early  and  continued  treatment  for  these 
conditions  (Syphilis  and  Gonorrhoea)  was  sponsored  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health  and  pov/erfully  aided  in  respect 
of  poster  material  and  informatory  pamphlets  by  the 
Central  Council  for  Health  Education. 

An  effort  was  made  in  Broadstairs  and  St.  Peter' s 
to  distribute  the  posters  as  widely  as  possible  and 
various  agencies  likely  to  act  as  useful  means  of  pub- 
licity v/ere  approached:  these  Included  Restaurateurs, 
Publicans  and  Club  Managers*  The  Clergy  were  also  re- 
quested to  co-operate  by  exhibiting  posters  in  premises 
under  their  control  which  were  habitually  used  for  social 
gatherings  of  various  sorts.  The  response  was  not  as 
whole-hearted  as  was  desired,  and  though,  of  course,  ex- 
hibition on  notice  boards  under  the  control  of  the  Coun- 
cil and  the  ancillary  Services,  such  as  Civil  Defence, 
administered  by  it,  was  effected,  the  more  rigorous  fol- 
lowing up  by  indoor  propaganda  as  well  cannot  be  said  to 
have  been  achieved.  The  quality  of  the  posters  them- 
selves may  not  have  met  entirely  the  requirements  of 
such  methods* 

The  facilities  for  the  spread  of  such  propaganda 
are  limited  in  this  area,  where  there  is  no  concentration 
of  a large  civilian  population  in  factories  or  otherwise, 
lending  itself  to  the  creation  of  mass  public  opinion 
through  appropriate  channels  of  Influence.  Fortunately, 
for  this  same  reason  the  opportunities  of  the  spread  of 
the  diseases  are  somewhat  less  than  elsewhere. 

Influenza. 


During  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  an  Influenza 
epidemic  caused  some  general  concern  throughout  the  coun- 
try; but  at  the  end  of  the  year  both  generally  and 
locally  it  appeared  to  v/ane.  However,  the  Minister  of 
Health  and  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of 
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Health  made  some  suggestions  to  meet  the  epidemic,  in- 
cluding the  postponement  of  the  calling  up  of  medical 
men  allocated  to  the  Services;  the  provision  of  meals 
to  homes  from  British  Restaurants;  and  the  provision 
of  home  helps. 

The  problems  raised  by  the  epidemic  were  not  so 
much  of  the  actual  nursing  of  patients,  but  to  keep 
homes  running  with  a minimum  loss  of  working  hours  for 
the  War  effort. 

The  local  practitioners  in  Broadstairs  and  St. 
Peter' s were  notified  of  the  additional  facilities  sug- 
gested, but  fortunately  they  found  no  need  to  avail 
themselves  of  these  arrangements. 

Scabies . 

The  number  of  cases  of  this  condition  brought  to 
the  notice  of  the  Health  Department  during  the  year 
were  few  - six.  They  were  all  treated  by  their  private 
practitioners  and  arrangements  were  made  by  the  Sani- 
tary Inspector  for  the  disinfection  of  their  clothes 
and  bedding.  It  would  undoubtedly  have  been  possible 
to  arrange  treatment  at  the  Civil  Defence  First  Aid  Post, 
where  the  use  of  showers  was  available,  and  where  the 
personnel  could  have  been  trained  to  apply  Benzyl  Ben- 
zoate Emulsion  or  some  other  Sarcopticide . The  small 
number  of  cases  arising  in  the  Urban  District  seemed, 
however,  not  to  warrant  any  formal  scheme. 
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HERNE  BAY  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the  Year 

1 9 4 3. 


G.  L.  BROCKLEKURST,  M.D.,  M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H. 
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Pierremont  Hall, 

Broadstairs . 


4th  August,  1944, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Joint  Committee 

of  the  East  Kent  (No,  1)  United  Districts, 


Mr,  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of 
the  Health  Department  of  Herne  Bay  for  1943,  much  cur- 
tailed in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Min- 
istry of  Health,  and  somewhat  delayed  owing  to  diffi- 
culties in  compiling  the  necessary  statistics. 

The  Vital  Statistics  for  1943  v;ere  generally  satis- 
factory, The  death  rate  of  21,36  shows  a slight  Increase 
over  1942,  hut  this  figure,  after  adjustment,  would  he 
about  the  average  for  the  whole  country.  The  number  of 
births  showed  an  increase  of  27  over  last  year  and  a 
consequent  rise  in  the  birth  rate  from  14,93  to  16,90; 
the  comparable  figure  for  England  and  V/ales  is  16.5, 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  illegitimate 
births  from  12  to  27:  this  is  due  to  altered  social 
conditions  in  war  time,  but  the  figure  is  not  excessive 
under  the  circumstances.  Deaths  of  infants  under  one 
year  were  at  the  rate  of  32.55  per  1,000  births  compared 
with  49.00  for  England  and  Wales.  The  fact  that  no  il- 
legitimate babies  under  one  year  died,  shows  that  care 
is  taken  of  these  babies,  either  by  the  parent,  relatives, 
or  the  appropriate  body  responsible  for  the  care  of  these 
children,  Two  women  died  from  the  effects  of  childbirth. 
Eleven  deaths  were  due  to  tuberculosis,  an  increase  over 
1942  of  six:  this  is  largely  due  to  conditions  arising 
as  a result  of  the  war.  All  measures  are  taken  to  watch 
this  disease  very  closely;  during  the  last  war  there 
was  a similar  increase  in  cases.  Now  cases  of  Tuberculo- 
sis notified  during  the  year  were  15  in  number,  the  same 
as  last  year. 

There  were  no  serious  outbreaks  of  infectious  dis- 
ease in  1943.  The  town  was  not  overcrowded,  and  the 
presence  of  troops  did  not  seem  to  bring  any  Infection. 
Thirty-nine  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred,  20  of  them 
being  in  the  age  group  5-10.  The  cases  were  mild  in 
character,  some  of  them  so  slight  that  it  is  probable 


49. 


that  a few  cases  were  not  diagnosed,  and  therefore  not 
isolated.  This  is  supported  hy  the  apparent  haphazard 
occurrence  of  cases  in  different  parts  of  the  town  with 
no  satisfactory  explanation  as  to  their  origin.  There 
were  three  cases  of  Diphtheria,  tv/o  in  adults  and  one 
in  a child  who  had  not  been  immunized.  It  is  very  sat- 
isfactory to  record  that  over  90%  of  children  from  the 
ages  of  one  to  fourteen  years  have  been  immunized:  ex- 
cellent propaganda  by  the  staffs  of  the  Department,  the 
School  iviedical  and  Infant  Welfare  Departments  of  the 
County  Council,  and  the  School  Teachers,  has  brought 
about  this  result.  Immunizations  are  carried  out  at  the 
County  Council* a Welfare  Centre  at  regular  intervals:  I 
attend  at  each  session  in  order  to  give  the  necessary 
treatment.  Other  infectious  diseases  gave  rise  to  no 
problems . 

A treatment  centre  for  Scabies  was  set  up  at  the 
Civil  Defence  First  Aid  P ost  and  a number  of  cases  were 
dealt  with  by  the  Nursing  Staff. 

An  Influenza  epidemic  occurred  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  year  and  it  was  feared  that  this  might  give  rise 
to  much  serious  Illness.  The  Ministry  of  Health,  there- 
fore, made  various  suggestions  to  Local  Authorities  to 
cope  with  the  epidemic,  and  arrangements  were  made  for 
the  staff  of  the  Civil  Defence  First  Aid  Post  to  visit, 
for  nursing  purposes,  any  people  requiring  special  at- 
tention, and  the  W.V.S.  and  other  voluntary  organiza- 
tions assisted  in  household  duties,  such  as  shopping. 
Fortunately,  the  epidemic  died  out  and  in  only  a few 
cases  was  this  help  called  for. 

As  in  previous  years  since  the  war,  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Civil  Defence  Casualty  Services  has  been 
largely  in  the  hands  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  of 
the  Department,  in  addition  to  ordinary  routine  work, 
and  this  has  called  for  much  hard  vi/ork  and  long  hours. 

During  the  year  all  the  ordinary  public  health  work 
of  the  District  was  fully  maintained. 

I beg  to  thank  the  Members  of  the  United  Districts 
Joint  Committee,  the  Herne  Bay  Urban  District  Council 
and  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  various  CoiHmlttees  for 
their  support:  and  I acknowledge,  with  gratitude,  the 
good  and  loyal  work  of  the  staff  in  an  arduous  and  try- 
ing year. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain,  Ivir.  Chairman  and 
Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  L.  BKOCKLEHURST, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  ARE4. 

Area  (including  inland  water)  ...  8,566  acres. 
Rateable  Value  (December,  1943)  ...  £164,362:  0:  0. 
Estimated  sum  represented  by  Id.  rate.  , £575:17:  6. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Herne 

England 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Bay  U.D. 

& Wales 

Live  Births- 

215 

96 

119 

Birth  Rate  ; 
per  1,000 

,a6.90 

16.5 

Legitimate 

188 

88 

100 

estimated 

civilian 

Illegitimate 

27 

8 

19 

population 
mid -1943. 

jf, Illegitimate 

percentage  of 

total  births 

- 12.55) 

Stillbirths- 

5 

2 

3 

Rate  per 

22.72 

Not 

1,000  total 

avail- 

(live  and 
still ) 
births . 

able . 

Deaths 

272 

136 

136 

Death  Rate 

21.36 

12,1' 

per  1 , 000 
estimated 
civilian 
population 
mid -1943 . 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  (Headings 
29  and  30  of  the  Registrar-General's 
Short  List ) : - 
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Herne  England 
Bay  U.D«  & Wales . 

Deaths . 


No. 29. 

Puerperal 

Rate  per 

0.39 

No, 30. 

Sepsis . . 

Other  Mat- 

Nil. 

1,000 

total 

^ M 

ernal  causes 

2 

(live  and 
still ) 

9.09 

1.45 

' 

Total  ... 

2 

births  , 

9,09 

1,84 

Death 

Rate  of  Infants 
of  age:- 

under  one  year 

All  Infants  per  1,000 

live 

births  . . . 

32,55 

49.00 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legiti- 
mate live  births  ...  37.23 


) 


Illegi 

timate  Infants  per  1,000 
illegitimate  live  births  ... 

^ 

j 

Not 

Deaths 

from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ... 

> . 

47 

1 / 

\ 

Avail- 

Deaths 

from  Measles  (all  ages)  ... 

— 

) 

able  , 

Deaths 

from  V/hooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

— 

Deaths 

from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years 
of  age ) . . 

) 

) 

) 

INFANT 

MORTALITY 

Causes  of 

Death : 

No.  of 

(Children  under  1 

year  of  ap.:e  ) . 

Deaths . 

Broncho  Pneumonia 

• • • 

1 

Influenzal  Meningitis 

• * • 

1 

Intra  Cranial  Haemorrhage 

• • • 

1 

Premature  Birth 

• • * 

4 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  HERNE  BAY  URBAN  DISTRICT  DURING  1945. 


Males 

Females 

ALL  CAUSES. 

136 

136 

1,  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

2,  Cerebrospinal  Fever 

- 

- 

3,  Scarlet  Fever  ... 

— 

- 

4.  Whooping  Cough  ... 

- 

- 

5.  Diphtheria  ... 

- 

- 

6.  Respiratory  Tuberculosis... 

7 

3 

7.  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1 

— 

8.  Syphilitic  Diseases  ... 

.. 

- 

9.  Influenza  ... 

7 

7 

10.  Measles  ... 

— 

.. 

11.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polio- 
Encephalitis  ... 

12.  Acute  Inf:  Encephalitis  ... 

- 

- 

13.  Cancer  of  buc:  cav:  & cssoph: 

(M)  Uterus  (F)  ... 

2 

4 

14,  Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

4 

1 

15.  Cancer  of  breast  ... 

«■» 

8 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites.. 

15 

15 

17 , Diabetes 

.. 

3 

18.  Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

18 

17 

19,  Heart  Disease  ... 

48 

45 

20.  Other  diseases  of  circulatory 
system 

1 

3 

21.  Bronchitis  ... 

5 

3 

22.  Pneumonia  ... 

4 

3 

23,  Other  respiratory  diseases. 

2 

- 

24,  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

1 

25.  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years).. 

- 

- 

26.  Appendicitis  ... 

- 

1 

27.  Other  Digestive  Diseases... 

4 

5 

28.  Nephritis  ... 

9 

4 

29.  Puerperal  and  post-abort:  sepsis 

- 

- 

30.  Other  maternal  causes  ... 

- 

2 

31.  Premature  Birth  ... 

1 

3 

32.  Congenital  causes,  etc.  ... 

1 

1 

33 , Suicide 

- 

2 ! 

34.  Road  Traffic  Aooldents  ... 

.. 

1 

^ t 

35.  Other  violent  causes  ... 

1 

«« 

36.  All  other  causes  ... 

i 

5 

8 
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SECTION  B. 

GENERAL.  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 
I^eboratory  Facilities. 

All  pathological  and  bacteriological  work  for  the 
Urban  District  is  carried  out  at  the  County  Laboratory, 
County  Hall,  Maidstone,  free  of  charge. 


Ambulance  Facilities . 

( Q ) Infectious  Cases. 

The  Herne  Bay  and  Whitstable  Joint  Isolation  Hospi- 
tal Committee  have  an  arrangement  with  the  Whitstable 
and  District  Ambulance  Committee  for  the  removal  of 
patients  to  the  Isolation  Hospital, 

(b ) Non-Infectlous  Cases. 

An  ambulance  service  for  non-infectious  and  accid- 
ent cases  is  provided  by  a Division  of  the  St.  John 
Ambulance  Brigade,  the  Urban  District  Council  making  an 
annual  grant  towards  the  fund. 


Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  District  Nursing  Association,  which  is  affili- 
ated to  the  Kent  County  Nursing  Association,  provides  a 
District  (Queen’s)  Nurse. 


Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

Dental  Clinic. 

There  is  a Dental  Clinic  in  connection  with  the 
County  Council’s  SoJ^iool  Clinic. 

Maternal  and  Child  Welfare  Centre. 

The  centre  is  carried  on  in  the  Urban  District  by 
the  County  Council  at  the  Nev\^  Clinic, 
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Ante-Natal  and  Poat-Natal  Clinic. 


This  Clinic  is  held  once  a month  at  the  New  Clinic. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

This  Clinic  is  held  at  the  Kent  and  Canterbury  Hos- 
pital, Canterbury,  the  Surgeon  in  attendance  being  A.  B. 
Beres ford- Jones , Esq.,  M.S.,  M.B. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensaries. 

The  Dispensaries  at  the  Kent  County  Council  Clinic 
in  the  Urban  District  and  at  the  Kent  and  Canterbury 
Hospital,  Canterbury,  were  available  for  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town.  For  the  days  and  times  when  the  Dispensaries 
are  open,  see  table  on  page  6. 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinics. 

Arrangements  are  ip  force  whereby  anyone  in  the 
Urban  District  suffering  from  Venereal  Diseases,  may  at- 
tend the  Clinics  at  the  Kent  and  Canterbury  Hospital, 
Canterbury  and  at  the  Royal  Victoria  Hospital,  Dover, 
for  treatment.  For  the  days  and  times  the  Clinics  are 
open  see  table  on  page  6. 


Hospitals « 

Isolation  Hospital  Accommodation. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  occurring  in  the  Urban 
District  are  removed  to  the  Herne  Bay  and  Whitstable 
Joint  Isolation  Hospital  for  treatment. 

Smallpox  Hospital  Accommodation. 

The  arrangement  made  v^ith  the  Dover  Town  Council 
for  the  Isolation  of  cases  of  Smallpox  at  the  Borough's 
Smallpox  Hospital  at  Poulton  v\/a3  still  in  force  during 
1943,  but  no  cases  of  this  disease  occurred  in  the  Urban 
District . 

General  Hospitals . 

The  Urban  District  is  served  by  the  Queen  Victoria 
Memorial  Hospital,  Horne  Bay,  and  the  Kent  and  Canter- 
bury Hospital,  Canterbury,  for  cases  of  non-inf ectious 
Illness  or  accident. 
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Registration  of  Nursing  Homes . 

One  Nursing  Horae  was  on  the  register  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  which  provided  for  nine  patients,  six  mater- 
nity and  throe  others.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
raade  two  inspections  during  1943, 


SECTION  C. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

V/ater. 

The  public  water  supply  provided  by  the  Herne  Bay 
Waterworks  Company  Is  exceedingly  pure,  and  frequent 
samples  show  that  It  Is  of  excellent  organic  quality 
and  bacteriological  standard.  This  supply  Is  constant 
and  abundant  and  Is  derived  from  a deep  well  at  Ford, 

Scattered  about  the  rural  part  of  the  district  are 
67  houses  served  by  wells,  springs,  and  by  conservation 
of  rain-water  from  roofs:  this  supply  Is  of  doubtful 
purity  and  Is  often  insufficient  during  the  summer  months. 
High  priority  should  be  given  to  the  provision  of  a pub- 
lic supply  to  as  many  as  possible  of  these  dwellings: 
this  would  be  comparatively  easy,  and  not  costly  in  the 
case  of  houses  at  Bullockstone,  where  the  need  Is  most 
acute . 

No  dwellings  are  served  from  stand  pipes,  and  98^ 
of  the  population  and  dwellings  are  supplied  directly 
from  the  water  mains  of  the  Herne  Bay  Vifatorworks  Company. 
The  public  supply  is  extremely  hard  water  and  therefore 
there  is  no  danger  of  plumbo-solvont  action  upon  load 
pipes  etc.,  and  these  soon  become  heavily  coated  with 
deposits  of  calcium  carbonate. 

There  have  been  no  extensions  of  the  public  water 
supply  during  the  past  year. 


Dralnap;Q  and  3owera/ze. 

No  change  was  made  in  the  Drainage  and  Sewerage 
Scheme  during  the  year.  The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 
Informs  me  that  at  14  dwellings  drainage  systems  were 
reconstructed  and  that  complaints  of  choked  drains  were 
dealt  with  at  35  premises,  lijore  seems  to  bo  no  doubt 
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that  drainage  defects  are  increasing,  and  undoubtedly 
there  are  many  unrevealed  fractured  drains  caused  by  the 
violent  earth  tremors  resulting  from  bomb  and  mine  ex- 
plosions . 


The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  as  follows 
with  regard  to  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area: 


Rivers  and  Streams. 

From  time  to  time,  action  was  taken  to  secure  pre 
vention  of  discharge  of  effluent  in  a stream  from  the 
Gas  Works. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

In  the  Urban  District  there  are  116  properties 
which  are  not  connected  to  the  public  sewer,  and  these 
have  either  pail  closets  or  cesspools.  Only  one  is  in 
a built-up  part  of  the  district,  and  this  is  served  by 
a pall  closet.  All  the  remainder  are  in  the  rural  area 
not  yet  served  by  public  sewers. 

Emergency  sanitary  accommodation  was  supplied  dur- 
ing the  year  at  two  Rest  Centres. 

Sanitary  accommodation  was  reconstructed  and  im- 
proved at  a Public  House,  and  additional  urinal  accommo- 
dation provided  at  a N. A. A. F. I . Canteen  upon  service  of  a 
statutory  notice. 

A factory,  employing  staff  of  both  sexes,  had  only 
one  water  closet:  an  additional  closet,  together  with 
wash-hapd  basins  and  accommodation  for  outdoor  clothing 
was  provided. 


Public  Cleansing:. 

Most  of  the  houses  in  Herne  Bay  are  now  supplied 
with  a proper  dustbin,  and  the  number  supplied  by  owners 
of  properties  as  a result  of  notices  during  1943  was  42. 
It  was  necessary  to  supply  a dustbin  at  one  dwelling  in 
default  of  the  owner  and  recover  the  cost. 

Owing  to  war  time  difficulties,  collection  of  re- 
fuse now  takes  place  weekly  instead  of  daily  in  the 
centre  of  the  town,  and  bi-weekly  in  other  areas. 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

No.  of  inspections  made  during  the  year  ...  4,662 

No.  of  notices  served  - (a)  Statutory  - 4)  3,71 

(b)  Informal  >-  367) 

Result  of  the  service  of  such  notices,  i*e.- 

Def ects  remedied  ...  » • • 547 

Enquiries  in  connection  with  Infectious  Diseases  82. 


Shops  and  Offices. 

During  the  year  26  occupiers  of  shops  were  inter- 
viewed to  explain  the  provisions  of  the  Shops  Acts  and 
the  Sunday  Trading  Restrictions  Act. 


Camping  Sites. 

The  Emergency  Defence  Regulations  have  prohibited 
camping  in  the  Urban  District  since  soon  after  the  out- 
break of  war!  however,  a temporary  licence  was  issued 
permitting  a caravan  to  be  used  upon  agricultural  land 
at  Eddington. 


Smoke  Abatement. 

Occasional  smoke  nuisances  were  dealt  with  at  the 
Laundry  and  at  a School  Canteen  operated  by  the  Kent 
County  Council. 


Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

No.  of  Council  Houses  found  to  be  infested...  Nil 

No.  of  private  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  Infested.  9 
No.  of  private  dwelling-houses  disinfested...  9. 

The  method  employed  for  the  eradication  of  bed  bugs 
at  these  houses  was  by  the  application  of  "Cescones," 
but  in  the  case  of  serious  infestations,  ’’Cyanide"  is 
used  when  conditions  are  suitable. 

Before  a tenant  occupies  a Council  House,  all  fur- 
niture is  carefully  examined  at  the  former  residence. 

If  a person  comes  from  outside  the  Urban  District  to  re- 
side in  Herne  Bay,  the  furniture  etc.  is  examined  in  the 
removal  van  prior  to  being  taken  into  the  house. 
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Disinfestation  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Council 
on  behalf  of  private  owners,  and  is  subject  to  a charge 
to  cover  the  cost  of  labour  and  material.  When  "Cyanide” 
is  used,  the  work  is  performed  by  a contractor. 

Re^-inspections  are  made  after  disinfestation  has 
been  completed,  to  ensure  that  proper  precautions  are 
taken  to  prevent  re-infestation. 


Rodent  Infestation. 


On  the  6th  May,  1943,  a direction  was  received  from 
the  Ministry  of  Food,  acting  under  powers  contained  in 
the  Infestation  Order,  1943:  the  direction  required  the 
Local  Authority  to  carry  out  a survey  of  the  district 
and  to  submit  to  the  Ministry  of  Pood  a report  showing 
particulars  of  Infestations  of  rats  and  mice,  especially 
major  infestations. 


The  survey  was  completed  and  a detailed  report  and 
map  showing  the  position  of  all  infestations  was  submit' 
ted  to  the  Ministry  in  October,  1943,  Two  hundred  and 
fifty  food  premises  were  inspected  and  56  of  these  were 
found  to  be  infested  in  varying  degrees,  as  follows 


2 Major  Primary  (very  heavy  - estimated  number  of 

rats  present  100- 
200) . 


11  **  " (heavy 

17  Minor  Secondary 

25  Others 


estimated  number  of 
rats  present  50-100). 

(estimated  number  of 
rats  present  12  or 
so)  • 

(estimated  number  of 
rats  present,  less 
than  12) . 


One  part-time  rodent  operator  was  employed  to  assist 
with  the  survey  and  subsequent  destruction  of  the  rats, 
and  in  November  a further  direction  was  received  requir- 
ing the  Local  Authority  to  proceed  with  the  work  of  se- 
curing the  destruction  of  rats  at  premises  found  to  be 
infested  during  the  survey.  This  work  continued  through 
the  remainder  of  1943,  with  the  result  that  most  of  the 
major,  and  a large  number  of  the  minor,  infestations  had 
ceased  to  exist  by  the  end  of  1943. 
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The  cost  of  the  survey^  together  with  the  unreoov- 
ered  cost  of  work  carried  out  at  third  party  premises, 
will  be  borne  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  to  the  extent  to 
which  this  amount  exceeds  the  expenditure  upon  rodent 
infestation  in  1938. 

Throughout  the  year  111  rat  complaints  were  re- 
ceived and  612  primary  and  re-visits  made  to  deal  with 
them.  It  was  necessary  to  serve  statutory  notices  under 
the  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919,  in  respect  of 
infestations  at  three  premises. 


Disinfection. 

During  the  year  21  parcels  of  bedding  were  disin- 
fected; five  parcels  of  bedding  destroyed;  98  rooms 
disinfected;  and  six  verminous  houses  disinfested. 

The  total  amount  received  for  this  work  was  £35il3;  9d. 


Schools. 


The  sanitary  condition,  water  supply  and  milk  sup** 
ply  of  the  schools  was  regularly  supervised  during  the 
year.  Enquiries  v;ere  made  at  the  schools  attended  by 
every  child  notified  as  suffering  from  an  infectious 
disease;  contacts  were  excluded  and  articles  such  as 
pens  and  pencils  used  by  the  patient  were  disinfected 
or  destroyed. 


SECTION  D.  - HOUSING. 


Routine  house— to— house  inspection  was  not  resumed 
during  the  year,  but  10?  houses  dealt  with  upon  com- 
plaint were  thoroughly  inspected,  and  notices  (includ- 
ing 12  Statutory  Notices  under  Section  9 of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936)  served  to  bring  them  up  to  a proper  standard 
of  fitness  and  a full  state  of  repair. 

During  the  course  of  the  war,  it  has  been  the 
policy  only  to  require  the  execution  of  the  more  essen- 
tial repairs,  but  this  practice  v;as  amended  to  one  of 
securing  complete  repair,  in  accordance  with  the  policy 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  who  desire  the  repair  of  as 
many  houses  as  possible  before  the  cessation  of  hostil- 
ities, so  that  most  of  the  labour  and  material  available 
at  the  end  of  the  war  can  be  used  upon  construction  of 
new  dwellings. 
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Between  200  and  300  private  dwellings  were  in  uee 
as  billets  for  non-civilians : these  were  periodically 
inspected  for  cleanliness  and  overcrowding,  and  the 
principal  cause  of  trouble  at  these  billets  and  cook- 
houses continued  to  be  that  of  choked  drainage  systems. 

During  the  year  a large  number  of  dwellings  affected 
by  dry  rot,  which  appeared  to  be  most  prevalent,  were 
dealt  with.  This  increase  is  probably  due  to  the  number 
of  dwellings  in  the  district  which  were  closed  during  the 
absence  of  the  ov/ners,  as  the  lack  of  air  movement  in 
such  dwellings  is  conducive  to  the  growth  of'  the  dry-rot 
fungus.  Forty-three  houses  were  made  in  all  respects 
fit  for  habitation  during  the  year,  and  repairs  of  a 
minor  nature  were  carried  out  at  45  dwellings;  four  hun- 
dred and  twenty-six  visits  were  made  to  supervise  repairs 
in  progress. 

One  case  of  overcrowding  v/as  discovered  and  abated. 


SECTION  E.-  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Water. 

Reports  upon  samples  of  the  public  water  supply 
showed  the  following  results J- 

Bacteriological  examination  ...  14.  (All  satisfactory) 
Chemical  examination  ...  ...  14.  ( ” 

There  were  no  new  sources  of  public  water  supply 
during  the  year.  Samples  are  taken  every  month  and  the 
results  are  consistently  satisfactory* 

No.  of  samples  taken  from  wells  - 8.  (3  Satisfactory) 

No.  of  ssjnples  taken  from  rain- 
water tanks  ...  - 3.  (1 


Milk. 

The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  his  staff  made 
241  inspections  of  cowsheds  and  dairies,  and  16  notices 
were  served  upon  cowkeepers  and  dairymen  to  secure  im- 
provements to  cowsheds  and  dairies.  At  one  dairy-farm 
buildings  were  reconstructed  as  additional  cov/sheds  and 
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with  two  exceptions,  all  dairy-farms  in  this  district 
have  had  cowsheds  and  dairies  reconstructed  and  modern- 
ized upon  up-to-date  principles  during  the  past  seven 
years,  whilst  four  unsatisfactory  farms  have  been  closed 
down.  Seventy-five  per  centum  of  the  dairy-farms  in  the 
district  have  steam  sterilizing  plants. 

There  was  one  offence  of  milk  bottling  in  the  street 
and  two  instances  occurred  of  milk  being  sold  by  retail 
by  persons  not  registered  as  retail  purveyors  of  milk. 

Milk  is  no  longer  supplied  in  this  district  from  an 
outside  farm,  from  whence  it  often  arrived  unheated,  and 
gave  rise  to  early  souring  and  high  bacterial  counts. 

All  milk  supplied  to  schools  is  nov;  pasteurized  and 
is  regularly  examined  by  phosphatase  test,  and  by  bacteri 
ological  examination. 

Examination  of  Milk  Samples. 


The  following  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  to 
the  County  Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination: - 


Grade  of  Milk. 

No.  of 
Samples 
taken. 

Satis- 

factory. 

Unsatis- 

factory* 

Accredited  Milk 

33 

26 

7 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 

15 

13 

2 

Pasteurized  Milk  (as  sup- 
plied to  the  public) 

39 

38 

1 

Pasteurized  Milk  (as  sup- 
plied to  Schools) 

5 

5 

2 

Undesignated  Milk  ... 

55 

51 

4 

TOTALS 

147 

131 

16 

The  next  table  gives  the  particulars  of  samples  of 
pasteurized  milk  examined  by  the  Phosphatase  Tests- 
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Particulars  of  Samples. 

No.  of 
Samples 
taken. 

Satis- 

factory. 

Unsatis- 

factory. 

Milk  supplied  to  the 
public  . . . 

50 

42 

8 

Milk  supplied  to  the 
schools 

7 

6 

1 

TOTALS  ... 

57 

48 

9 

Examination  for  Tubercle  Bacilli* 

All  undesignated  samples  of  milk  were  examined  for 
the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  and  only  one  gave  a 
positive  result. 


Cleansing  of  Pair?/-  Equipment. 

Systematic  efforts  were  made  to  improve  the  clean- 
liness of  dairy  utensils  by  periodical  submission  of 
rinse  samples  for  bacteriological  examination.  Outfits 
were  obtained  from  the  County  Medical  Officer:  these 
include  8 oz.  bottles  containing  sterile  water;  this 
water  is  poured  into  the  vessel  to  be  tested,  or  over 
the  cooler,  after  which  it  is  returned  to  the  sterile 
bottle,  and  forv^arded  in  an  ice-box  to  the  County  Path- 
ologist. During  the  year  44  coolers  and  vessels  of  all 
kinds  were  tested  in  this  way,  and  six  of  the  utensils 
shov/ed  extremely  high  counts,  proving  failure  to  cleanse. 
Most  of  the  samples  were  exceedingly  good  with  a high 
percentage  almost  sterile. 


Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936 . 

The  following  licences  were  issued  by  the  Urban 
District  Council  dui’ing  the  year:- 


Licences  to  bottle  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ••• 

Licences  to  bottle  Pasteurized  Milk  ...  . , . 

Dealer*  s Supplementary  Licence  to  use  the  desig- 
nation "Tuberculin  Tested"  ...  ... 


1 

3 
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Dealer’ s Supplementary  Licence  to  use  the  desig- 
nation' ’’Pasteurized”  2 

Dealer' s Supplementary  Licence  to  use  the  desig- 
nation "Accredited”  . • • • • • ^ 

There  were  nine  Accredited  Milk  Producers  and  Pro- 
ducers of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  in  the  Urban  District; 
during  the  year  one  former  Producer  of  Accredited  Milk 
surrendered  his  licence,  whilst  two  former  Producers  of 
Undesignated  Milk  were  granted  Accredited  Licences. 


Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Fifteen  notices  of  slaughter  were  received;  two 
animals  were  slaughtered  at  licensed  slaughterhouses, 
whilst  14  animals  were  slaughtered  at  farms.  These  were 
all  inspected  after  slaughter. 

The  Ministry  of  Pood  Centralized  Slaughtering  Scheme 
operates  from  Canterbury,  and  the  Additional  Sanitary 
Inspector  inspects  meat  at  the  slaughterhouses  in  that 
town,  by  arrangement  Virith  the  Canterbury  City  Council. 


From  time  to  time  representations  had  to  be  made 
concerning  the  unsatisfactory  handling  and.  conveyance 
of  meat  from  Canterbury,  and  improvement  has  resulted. 


During  the  year  a total  of  12  cwts.  of  food  was  con- 
demned as  unfit,  and  this  consisted  of  tinned  foods,  eggs, 
meat,  cheese  and  fish. 


The  following  inspections 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors ;- 

27  Butchers'  Shops  ... 

16  Bakehouses  . . . 

2 Fried  Fish  Shops 
12  Cooked  Meat  Premises. . 
11  Cafes  • . • • • • 

6 Wet  Fish  Shops  . . . 


of  food  shops  were  made  by 


^ 27  Inspections. 

) 104  ^ 

) 

) 


A contravention  occurred  at  food  premises  registered 
under  Section  13  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  by  the  recep- 
tion of  soiled  linen  as  a laundry  receiving  depot;  this 
ceased  upon  representations  being  made  to  the  occupier. 
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SECTIOM  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND 
OTHER  DISEASES . 


Diphtheria  Immunization , 

The  following  table  gives  the  particulars  with  re 
gard  to  the  Diphtheria  Imniunization  Scheme  since  its 
commencement,  from  the  Ist  January,  1941  to  the  end  of 
December,  1943:- 


YEAR. 

No,  of  Children  Immunized. 

Under 

5 years . 

5 to  15 
years  . 

Total 

1st  January  to 

31st  December, 

1 9 41  ...  ... 

278 

991 

1,269 

1st  January  to 

31st  December, 
1942 

363 

127 

1 

490 

1st  January  to 

31st  December, 
1943 

183 

35 

218 

TOTALS, 

824  { 1,153 

.1  - . 1 

1,977 

1 

Supply  of  Serum. 

Diphtheria  Anti-Toxin  is  provided  by  the  Council 
free  of  charge  and  supplied  to  medical  practitioners  for 
the  use  of  the  poorer  inhabitants  of  the  district,  in 
accordance  with  the  Diphtheria  Anti-Toxin  (Outside  London) 
Order,  1910.  A supply  is  kept  at  the  t:iU0en  Victoria  Hospi- 
tal . 
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Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases, 


The  following  tables  give  the  particulars  with  re- 
gard to  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  other  notifiable  infec- 
tious diseases  which  occurred  in  the  Urban  District  dur- 
ing the  year:- 


TUBERCULO  SIS 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  the  Year  1945, 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age 

Periods  . 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pul  mon  ary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 « » » 

mm 

mm 

1 

•w 

•m 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

— 

5 • • • 

- 

- 

1 

2 

Mi 

— 

X 5 • • • 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

3 

1 

> 

25  ... 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Mi 

.. 

35  . , « 

- 

1 

- 

- 

— 

2 

- 

45 

4 

1 

- 

- 

1 

mm 

55  » • » 

1 

1 

- 

1 

— 

65  and  over. 

1 

1 

' - 

1 

— 

TOTALS. 

7 

4 

2 

2 ! 
1 

7 

3 

1 

' 

The  ratio  of  non-notlfied  tuberculosis  deaths  to 
total  tuberculosis  deaths  was  1 to  11, 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Preven- 
tion of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  nor  under  Section 
172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


notifiable;  diseases  (civilian)  during  the  year  1943 

with.  ANALYSIS  OF  CASES  UNDER  AGE  GROUPS. 
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These  patients  v/ere  dealt  with  by  the  appropriate  authority. 


Non^Notiflable  Diseases . 


There  was  a small  outbreak  of  Mumps  in  the  Infants ’ 
Department  of  the  Herne  Bay  Council  School  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year. 


Verminous  Persons. 

There  are  no  facilities  for  the  cleansing  of  vermi- 
nous persons  in  the  district.  Clothing,  however,  can  be 
disinfested  at  the  Disinfecting  Station, 
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